
 



 

 

 



   

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 
 

 
 
28 MAY 2025: 

 

5:00-7:00 p.m. Evening Reception 

 

 

 

29 MAY 2025: 

 

8:30 -9:45 a.m. Registration and Breakfast 

 (Prusmack Center-Fury Lecture Hall) 

 

10:00-11:15 Welcome and Keynote Address 

 (Prusmack Center-Fury Lecture Hall) 

 

11:15-11:45 Special Guest Recognition 

 

12:00-1:30 Sessions 1A and 1B  

  (Prusmack Center-212 and 223) 

 

1:30-2:30 p.m. Lunch 

 (Granito Center) 

 

2:45-4:15 Sessions 2A and 2B  

 (Prusmack Center-212 and 223) 

 

4:30-5:45 Session 3  

 (Prusmack Center-Fury Lecture Hall) 

 

6:00-7:30 Film Session 

 (Prusmack Center-Fury Lecture Hall 



   

 

 

  

 

       CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 
 

 
 

30 MAY 2025: 

 

7:30 -8:30 a.m. Breakfast 

 (Prusmack Center-Fury Lecture Hall) 

 

8:45-10:15 Sessions 4A and 4B 

 (Prusmack Center-212 and 223) 

 

10:30-12:00 Session 5  

  (Prusmack Center-Fury Lecture Hall) 

 

12:15-1:15 p.m. Lunch 

 (Granito Center) 

 

1:30-3:00 Sessions 6A and 6B  

 (Prusmack Center-212 and 223) 

 

3:15-4:15 Closing Address  

 (Prusmack Center- Fury Lecture Hall) 

 

5:00-7:30 Film Session 

 (Prusmack Center-Fury Lecture Hall) 



   

 

 

  

 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
 

 

29 MAY 2025: 

 

Welcoming Comments 

 

Dr. Manuel Martinez, President 

Dominican University, New York 

 

Keynote Address 

 

 Consul General Mateusz Sakowicz 

 Consulate General of the Republic of Poland in  

 New York 

 

Special Guest Recognition 

 Arthur Grabiner, U.S. Navy (Retired) 

 Veteran of World War II 

 

Film Session 

 

 “Oh, Johnny!” Documentary (2024) 

 Lawrence Schwartz. Director and Independent  

 Filmmaker 

 

30 MAY 2025: 

 

Closing Address 

 

 Consul General Senen T. Mangalile 

 Philippine Consulate General in New York 

 

Film Session  

 

 Stalingrad (1993) Feature Film with Commentary 

 Lawrence Schwartz. Director and Independent  

 Filmmaker 

 



   

 

 

 

 

  

 
PANEL SESSIONS 

 
 

Session 1A (Prusmack 212): Politics and Society on the U.S. Homefront 

 Chair:  Dr. Scott White, Dominican University New York 

 

1. Dr. Kelly Marino, Sacred Heart University, Connecticut: 

“For the Good of the Country and the Youth: the Hampshire 

Regional YMCA and the Homefront during World War II” 

2. Dr. Debra Mulligan, Roger Williams University, Rhode Island: 

“Il Duce vs. ‘Uncle Sam’: The Italian American Experience in 

World War II Rhode Island” 

3. Dr. David Petriello, Caldwell University, New Jersey: 

“‘Hitler Wants Willkie’, Fear, Foreign Interference, and the 

Election of 1940” 

Session 1B (Prusmack 223): Propaganda and Remembrance 

 Chair:  Dr. Paul Bonk, Dominican University, New York 

 

1. Dr. Michael Gesin, Worcester State University, Massachusetts: 

“Dehumanization in War: The Role of Anti-Jewish Propaganda in 

Nazi Germany” 

2. tonya thames taylor, West Chester University, Pennsylvania: “‘We 

Charge Genocide’: How Black Activists Indicted and Furthered 

Globalized a Conversation about America’s Habit of White-On-

Black Lynching Post WWII” 

3. Lawrence Schwartz, Independent Filmmaker, New Jersey: 

“The Toxic Flaws in World War II Revisionism” 

Session 2A (Prusmack 212): The European Theater 

 Chair:  Bobby Wintermute, Queens College, City Univ. of New York 

 

1. Christopher Picón, Queens College, City University of New York: 

“Polish, German, and Soviet Cavalry in the Invasion of Poland 

1939” 

2. Prof. Mark Stanovich, U.S. Naval War College, Rhode Island: “A 

“Second ‘Luxury Fleet:’ The Shaping of the Kriegsmarine, 1925-

1939” 

3. Dr. Brian Laslie, U.S. Air Force Academy, Colorado: 

“Air Power in the ETO: D-Day to the Bulge” 



   

 

 

 

  

 
PANEL SESSIONS (CONT.) 

 
 

 

Session 2B (Prusmack 223) War and Its Legacies in Africa 

Chair: Dr. Lynn Walker, Dominican University, New York 

 

1. Dr. Waliu Ismaila, Utah Valley University, Utah: 

“‘Spoon-Feeding’ Subjects: World War II Veterans and 

Postwar Empowerment in Nigeria, 1945-1960” 

2. Sylvester Akyea, University of Texas-Austin, Texas: 

“British Propaganda, Alliance, and Wartime Exigencies in 

Colonial Ghana” 

3. Dr. Jean-Pierre Scherman, Centre for Military Studies, 

South Africa: “‘Bardia or Bust!’ The Battle for Bardia and 

the surrender of the first Nazi General during the 2nd World 

War” 

Session 3 (Prusmack Fury Lecture Hall) ‘Rosie the Riveters: World  

War II and Now” 

Chair: Dr. Katharine Antolini, West Virginia Wesleyan  

            College, West Virginia 

 

Presenters: Joanna Dunlap and Anne Montague, The 

American Rosie Movement, West Virginia 

 

“History of Camp Shanks” 

Panel Chair: Dr. Scott White, Dominican University, New  

            York 

 

Presenters: Mary Cardenas, Museum Director, Orangetown 

Historical Museum & Archives 

Jerome Kleiman, Local Historian and Freelance Journalist 

 

Session 4A (Prusmack 212) Medical  

Chair: Dr. Lynn Walker, Dominican University, New York 

 

1. Dr. Debbie McCollin, University of the West Indies, St. 

Augustine, West Indies: “Epidemics and the Challenge of 

Colonialism during World War II: The British Caribbean 

Perspective” 

2. Dr. Tom Duurland, Military Historian, Rotterdam, 

Netherlands: “Stitching the Wehrmacht: Improvisation by 

the German Medical Services, 1941–1945” 

 

 



   

 

 

  

 
PANEL SESSIONS (CONT.) 

 
 

 

Session 4B (Prusmack 223) Legacies of War on the U.S. Homefront 

Chair: Dr. Debra Mulligan, Roger Williams University,   

Rhode Island 

 

1. Margaret Dudley, Associate Curator, National Museum of 

the Pacific War, Texas: “The Land of the Hot Dog Stand, the 

Atom Bomb, and the Good Humor Man: Perceptions of 

America in the Aftermath of WWII” 

2. Jennifer Brady, Liberty University, Texas: 

“Transformational Effect of World War II on the Texas 

Homefront” 

3. Dr. Keith Aksel, U.S. Merchant Marine Academy, New 

York: “A Bridge to the Cold War: Military Highway 

Infrastructure and Lessons from World War Two” 

Session 5 (Prusmack Fury Lecture Hall) ‘Despised’ Minorities on the 

Battlefronts of War: The Impact of Racism on Minorities Serving in 

Militaries During the Second World War 

 

Chair: Dr. John Stapleton, U.S. Military Academy, New  

             York 

 

1. Dr. Russell Hart, Hawai’i Pacific University, Hawai’i: “For 

Führer or for Freedom? Racial Discrimination and the 

Combat Performance of ‘Osttruppen’ (Eastern Volunteers) 

in the German Army in the Normandy Campaign, Summer 

1944” 

2. Dr. Khary Polk, Amherst College, Massachusetts: “From 

‘Punks’ to Pilots: Segregation, Racism, and Homophobia 

and the Training of the Tuskegee Airmen” 

3. Dr. James McNaughton, U.S. Army Center of Military 

History (Retired), Washington, D.C.: “Fires of Prejudice, 

Fires of Combat: The 100th Infantry Battalion and 442nd 

Regimental Combat Team during World War II” 



   

 

 

  

 
PANEL SESSIONS (CONT.) 

 
 

 

Session 6A (Prusmack 212) The Prisoner of War Experience 

Chair: Bobby Wintermute, Queens College, City University  

            of New York 

1. Francis Mullady, Stony Brook University, New York: “The 

Legal Fog of War” 

2. Dr. David Bath, Rogers State University, Oklahoma: “Secret 

Interrogation Centers: Gathering Intelligence from POWs” 

3. Dr. Antonio Thompson, Austin Peay State University, 

Tennessee: “From the Frontlines to the Farm Fields: Axis 

POWs Housed in the U.S.”” 

Session 6B (Prusmack 223) Culture, Society, and War 

Chair: Dr. Katharine Antolini, West Virginia Wesleyan  

            College, West Virginia 

 

1. Dr. Olga Tabachnikova, University of Central Lancashire, 

United Kingdom: “The National Treasure Trove: Poetic 

Legacy of WWII in the USSR” 

2. Dr. Sara Fieldston, Seton Hall University, New Jersey:  

“‘The Buyingest Soldier in the World’: GI Tourism during 

World War II” 

3. Dr. John O’Leary, Post University, Connecticut:  

“AKTION P” 



   

 

 

 

 
 

  

 
KEYNOTE SPEAKER 

 

 
Consul General Mateusz Sakowicz, 

Consulate General of the Republic of Poland in New York 
 

Mateusz Sakowicz is a graduate in political science with a specialization 

in international relations and holds a postgraduate degree in European 

administration from Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań. He is 

fluent in English, French, and German. He is a career diplomat and an 

appointed civil service officer.  

 

He began his diplomatic career serving the Republic of Poland in 2006. 

Initially, for nearly three years, he worked in the Political-Economic 

Section of the Polish Embassy in Dublin. At the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs headquarters, he served in the Department of Foreign Economic 

Policy and later continued his professional development in the 

Department of Security Policy. Following a successful competition, from 

2011-2013, he was seconded as a national expert at the rank of Second 

Secretary to the Permanent Mission of the European Union to the 

United Nations in New York. During this time, within the framework of 

the European External Action Service, he dealt with issues at the UN 

such as disarmament, non-proliferation, counter-terrorism, and 

sanctions regimes.  

 

He was subsequently appointed to the Political Section of the Permanent 

Mission of Poland to the United Nations in New York, where his 

responsibilities included matters of peace and security in Africa and 

humanitarian issues. During this period, he was responsible for co-

organizing numerous high-level state visits and was part of the team 

leading Poland's campaign for a non-permanent seat on the UN Security 

Council. After the successful campaign and return to the MFA 

headquarters, he first took the position of head of the Political Section, 

and then as Deputy Director of the Department of the United Nations 

and Human Rights, he played a leading coordinating role on behalf of 

the MFA during Poland's membership in the UN Security Council in 

2018-2019.  

 

In recognition of his efforts during this period, he was awarded the 

Bronze Cross of Merit. From August 2020 to June 2024, he served as 

Deputy Permanent Representative of Poland to the United Nations in 

New York, overseeing the mission’s political division and participating 

in several successful electoral processes within the Organization’s 

system for Poland and Polish candidates. On July 1, 2024, he assumed 

the position of Consul General of the Republic of Poland in New York. 

 



   

 

 

  

 
CONCLUDING SPEAKER 

 

Consul General Senen T. Mangalile 
Mangalile, Philippine Consulate General in New York 

 
Consul General Senen T. Mangalile is a career diplomat and holds the 

rank of Chief of Mission, Class II, at the Department of Foreign Affairs 

(DFA) of the Republic of the Philippines.  He assumed his post as 

Consul General of the Philippines in New York in January 2023. 

 

In his current role, he promotes the Philippines' political, economic, and 

cultural interests across ten U.S. states in the Northeast and oversees 

consular services for Filipino nationals in the region.  He also serves as 

Deputy President of the Society of Foreign Consuls in New York for the 

2024–2025 term, contributing to the organization's centennial 

celebrations and initiatives. 

 

Previously, Mr. Mangalile served as Assistant Secretary of the DFA's 

Office of Consular Affairs, where he implemented reforms to enhance 

passport services and digitize consular processes.  His earlier roles at the 

DFA include Senior Special Assistant to the Undersecretary for Civilian 

Security and Consular Concerns, Director of the United States and 

Canada Divisions, and Director for Ceremonials at the Office of 

Protocol. 

 

His diplomatic assignments abroad include postings in London, Berne, 

Ankara, and Osaka.  Notably, he was the first ASEAN diplomat elected 

President of the Consular Corps of London, the oldest consular corps in 

the world. 

 

Mr. Mangalile earned a Master of Science degree (with Distinction) in 

Diplomacy, Statecraft, and Foreign Policy from Loughborough 

University in the United Kingdom and a Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy 

from the Immaculate Conception Major Seminary in the Philippines.  

He pursued graduate studies in Philosophy at the Ateneo de Manila 

University and studied law at the University of the Philippines.  He has 

also completed executive education programs at the Harvard Kennedy 

School, the Asian Institute of Management, and other international 

institutions.  In recognition of his contributions to foreign affairs and 

international engagement, he was named an Honorary Fellow of the 

Foreign Policy Association. 
 



   

 

 

  

 
HONORARY GUEST 

 

Arthur Grabiner 
U.S. Navy World War II Veteran, Pacific Theater 

 
Arthur Grabiner is a World War II U.S. Navy Veteran who served 

aboard the USS Laurens APA153 in the Pacific Theater as a teenager 

launching amphibious assaults and combating enemy kamikaze suicide 

aircraft attacks during the Invasion of Lingayen Gulf in Northern 

Luzon in the Philippines and during the Battle of Okinawa.  Evading 

enemy submarines while conducting island-hopping campaigns, the USS 

Laurens logged more than 60,000 nautical miles in WWII's Pacific 

Theater.  Mr. Grabiner attained the rank of Yeoman Second Class and 

was awarded the Asiatic Pacific Medal with 2 Stars, Philippine 

Liberation Ribbon with 1 Star, Philippine Presidential Unit Citation, 

American Theater Medal, Navy Occupation Service Medal with Asia 

clasp, World War II Victory Medal, and most recently in 2025 the U.S. 

Congressional Gold Medal, the highest civilian honor bestowed by the 

U.S. Congress.  Mr. Grabiner also was inducted into the New York State 

Senate Veterans' Hall of Fame during a 2019 ceremony in the New York 

State Capitol in Albany. 

 

Mr. Grabiner’s parents emigrated from Poland in 1912 and found a 

new home in New York City.  A lifelong New Yorker, Mr. Grabiner was 

born on Manhattan's lower East Side on 11 December 1925, raised in 

the Bronx, resided in Brooklyn and, since 1960, has lived in North 

Flushing, Queens.  He is a product of New York City's public schools.  

Under the GI Bill, Mr. Grabiner earned a Bachelor of Business 

Administration degree in three years at Pace College, now called Pace 

University, Class of 1950.  For half a century, Mr. Grabiner enjoyed a 

flourishing career and thriving practice as a Certified Public 

Accountant and principal of a midtown Manhattan public accounting 

firm.  He has been an active volunteer aboard the USS Intrepid 

Museum in New York City as well as an active volunteer visiting with 

countless students at elementary, middle, and high schools to share the 

lessons he learned as a young man called to serve his country in a time 

of war. 



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
PANELISTS’ BIOS 

 
 
 

Dr. Keith Aksel is an Assistant Professor of History at U.S. Merchant Marine 

Academy in Kings Point, New York.  He teaches courses on Cold War history, 

national security, and sea power, and serves as the advisor for the O’Gara Honor 

Society. His research focuses on early Cold War military and economic aid 

programs, most recently contributing to the upcoming edition of Wiley’s A 

Companion on World War Two. 

 

Sylvester Abedi Akyea is a doctoral student in the Department of History at the 

University of Texas at Austin.  His primary research focuses on forest ecology, 

WWII, U.S. Military Alliances, and the intersection between the environment and 

war between the 1800 and mid-20th century Colonial Ghana and British West 

Africa. 

 

Dr. Katharine Antolini is an associate professor of history at West Virginia 

Wesleyan College, specializing in American social history and women’s history. She 

is the current president of Thanks! Plain and Simple™. 

 

Dr. David Bath is an associate professor of history at Rogers State University where 

he teaches recent U.S. history and national security studies.  He is a retired United 

States Air Force missileer and intelligence officer.  He authored Assured Destruction, 

revealing the political intrigue involved in the creation of the nuclear missile, and 

edited Air Force Missileers and the Cuban Missile Crisis, a volume about the 

experiences of missileers and their families during the crisis.  He is currently 

conducting research on the creation of the U.S. intelligence community. 

 

Dr. Paul Bonk is a native of Ontario, Canada and is an assistant professor of 

political science and sociology at Dominican University New York specializing in 

international relations, race and ethnicity, and global social problems. 

 

Jennifer Brady is a doctoral candidate in Early Modern European History at 

Liberty University.  A former resident of Maryland and Alabama as well as a U.S. 

Army veteran, Ms. Jennifer Brady currently resides in Montgomery, Texas where 

she teaches secondary education as an AP World History instructor.  Ms. Brady has 

earned three degrees: a bachelor’s in history from the University of Maryland, a 

master’s in history from Norwich University, and a master's in Secondary 

Education with Initial Licensure from Grand Canyon University. 

 

Mary R. Cardenas is the Orangetown historian and museum director of the 

Orangetown Historical Museum & Archives, a position she has held for over twenty-

five years. In 1993, she developed the first museum building, the Michael Salyer 

House, into a town museum producing seventeen exhibits as well as a number of 

special events. In 2004 a second sandstone house, the Isaac DePew House, was 

acquired and in the course of fourteen years, ten exhibits were installed in that 

building. Ms. Cardenas published a book, Orangetown, in the Arcadia series, 

“Images of America.”  Ms. Cardenas is a graduate of St. Thomas Aquinas College. 

 



   

 

 

   

 
PANELISTS’ BIOS 

 
 
 

Margaret Dudley is the Associate Curator for the National Museum of the Pacific 

War, where she works with the Museum’s collections, creates online and physical 

exhibits, and performs historical research and writing for the Museum.  She has 

written professionally on a variety of topics from incarceration during World War 

Two to homefront rationing. Margaret has two bachelor’s degrees in History and 

Psychology, and a master’s in Museum Sciences. She has previously presented at 

conferences such as the Mountain Plains Museum Conference and the Alpha Chi 

National Convention. 

 

Joanna Dunlap is the daughter of a Rosie who worked for an enamel company that 

converted from consumer products to bullets. She is a retired high school teacher 

whose house is on land where a canning factory produced food for WWII troops.  

She holds an M.A. in Vocational Education from Marshall University. 

 

Dr. Tom Duurland is a military historian based in Rotterdam, Netherlands, 

specializing in the history of the Second World War and the Cold War. In 2024, he 

completed his PhD at Leiden University, focusing on military medicine during the 

Cold War. Previously, he worked for the Dutch Ministry of Defence and authored a 

book on the implications of NATO’s Dual-Track Decision in the Netherlands. 

Currently, he conducts historical research for a company that specializes in locating 

unexploded ordnance from World War II. 

 

Dr. Sara Fieldston is an Associate Professor of History at Seton Hall University. She 

is the author of Raising the World: Child Welfare in the American Century (Harvard, 

2015) and a co-editor of Growing Up America: Youth and Politics Since 1945 

(University of Georgia Press, 2019). This paper is drawn from her current book 

project, Shopping for Empire: A Cultural History of the U.S. Tourist Dollar Abroad. 

 

Dr. Michael Gesin is a Professor of History at Worcester State University, 

specializing in Modern European History with a focus on the Holocaust, Jewish 

history, and Eastern European nationalism. He received his Ph.D. from Brandeis 

University’s Department of Near Eastern and Judaic Studies, where his research 

centered on the Holocaust and genocide studies.  Dr. Gesin’s scholarship is deeply 

rooted in transnational and comparative frameworks, with a focus on understudied 

regions such as Transnistria, Crimea, and Central Ukraine. His work interrogates 

historical narratives of victimhood, complicity, and resistance, contributing to the 

broader discourse on Holocaust memory and Eastern European political identity. 

He has presented widely at national and international conferences and has 

participated in research workshops across Europe and North America. 

 

Dr. Russell A. Hart is a Professor of History and Director of the Diplomacy & 

Military Studies Program at Hawai’i Pacific University, Honolulu, Hawai’i. He 

holds a MA and Ph.D. in Military History from Ohio State University. His published 

works include Clash of Arms: How the Allies Won in Normandy (2001) and Guderian: 

Panzerpionier or Mythmaker (2006). His co-authored works include: The German 

Soldier in World War II (2000); The Second World War: Northwest Europe, 1944-1945 

(2002); The Second World War: A World in Flames (2004); The Second World War 

(2018); and Blitzkrieg (2021) 



   

 

 

  

 
PANELISTS’ BIOS 

 
 

Dr. Waliu Ismaila is a historian of Africa and the African Diaspora. Regionally, his 

research focuses on West Africa. Broadly, his research is at the intersection of 

African history, war and society, and British Imperialism in Africa. He obtained a 

Ph.D. in African History at West Virginia University, where he was a Rebecca 

Donnelly and Henry Thornburg Research Fellow. Currently, he is a Faculty 

Lecturer at Utah Valley University. He teaches African history, world history, and 

Africa and World War II.  

 

Jerome (Jerry) Kleiman is an independent historian, writer, and photographer who 

resides in New City, NY.  His articles relating to World War Il in the Philippines 

have appeared in the Washington Times, the Army Engineer Magazine and the West 

Point Magazine, among others.  He has given presentations at numerous symposia 

and historical conferences.  His photos have been exhibited in museums and galleries 

internationally.  Jerry also served as the American correspondent for the Israeli 

photography magazine Tzeeloom.  In 2017 and 2022 he organized and produced the 

highly successful Bataan Commemoration and Symposium in Orangeburg, NY.  

Jerry is a combat veteran of the Israeli Defense Forces (IDF). 

 

Dr. Brian Laslie is the Command Historian at the United States Air Force Academy.  

He earned his Ph.D. in History at Kansas State University.  Dr. Laslie has authored 

numerous books on U.S. airpower and currently serves as the Series Editor for 

Aviation and Air Power History published by the University Press of Kentucky. 

 

Dr. Kelly Marino will be an Associate Professor of History at Sacred Heart 

University beginning August 2025. Her work mostly focuses on women and activism 

in modern American history. She is also interested in the history of New England. 

Her first book on student activism for women’s suffrage was published by NYU 

Press in 2024. 

 

Dr. Debbie McCollin is a Lecturer in The Department of History at The University 

of The West Indies, St. Augustine, Trinidad and Tobago. Her research and 

publications are focused on the history of Caribbean health and welfare in the 

twentieth century, digital history and World War II in the West Indies [World War 

II and the Caribbean edited with Karen E. Eccles (UWI Press, 2017)]. She is also the 

project team leader for The Caribbean Corona Chronicles Oral History Digital 

Archival Project run by the Caribbean Civilisation Regional Unit at The University 

of the West Indies, St. Augustine, Trinidad. 

 

James C. McNaughton received his BA from Middlebury College and MA and PhD 

from the Johns Hopkins University.  During thirty years in the US Army Historical 

Program he served in several positions, including as head of the Histories 

Directorate, Center of Military History.  He was research director for the Asian-

American Medal of Honor Review and authored Nisei Linguists: Japanese 

Americans in the Military Intelligence Service during World War II (CMH, 2006). He 

received a master’s in strategic studies from the Army War College and retired as a 

lieutenant colonel from the Army Reserve.  



   

 

 

 

  

 
PANELISTS’ BIOS 

 
 

Dr. Cynthia Metcalf is a lecturer at Dominican University Department of History.  

Originally from Virginia Beach, Virgina, she holds three degrees from the 

University of Virginia: BA in Slavic Languages and Linguistics, MA Degree in 

Modern South Asian History, and PhD in Modern Middle Eastern History.  She was 

the recipient of various fellowships from the Social Science Research Council, the 

American Research Center in Egypt, and the American Institute of Maghrebi 

Studies during her two and a half years of research in Cairo and Tunis with a focus 

on the intersection of women, nationalism, the theater, the emerging public sphere, 

and mass communication in 1920’s Egypt.  To enhance her classroom pedagogy, Dr. 

Metcalf has developed numerous Reacting to the Past immersive classroom history 

games, including the 1453 Ottoman Conquest of Constantinople, the Women 

Question in Nineteenth Century Egypt, and the 1919 Egyptian Revolution. 

 

Anne Montague is the daughter of a Rosie the Riveter who worked in a defense 

factory inspecting lenses during the war. She is the founder of Thanks! Plain and 

Simple™ and currently leads the organization’s American Rosie Movement™. This 

movement guides communities to create projects that reflect the quality of work and 

unity that Rosies represents. She holds an M.A. from Harvard University in Human 

Development. 
 

Frank Mullady is a doctoral candidate at Stony Brook University, New York. After 

spending his professional career as the Managing Partner of a pension 

administrative firm specializing in ERISA requirements, he returned to school to 

pursue a Ph.D. in history. His forthcoming dissertation examines America’s enemy 

prisons, including prison life, legal challenges, labor, sports, and education. He 

previously has written about Oswego’s Fort Ontario and its nearby inhabitants.    
   

Dr. Debra Mulligan received her masters and doctorate in history from Providence 

College in 1997. She is a professor of history at Roger Williams University in Bristol, 

Rhode Island and has served as president of Phi Alpha Theta and recording 

secretary for the Rhode Island Heritage Hall of Fame. She has been awarded several 

grants from the university to complete her study of former U.S. Attorney General J. 

Howard McGrath. Her book: Democratic Repairman: The Political Life of J. Howard 

McGrath was published by McFarland Press in 2019. In addition, she has written 

articles for the New England Journal of History, Massachusetts Journal of History, 

Salem Press, and book chapters for Greenwood Press and Lexington Books. She is 

currently working on a manuscript, Between Two Worlds: Rhode Island’s Little 

Italies, 1880-1930. 

 

John J. O’Leary is associate faculty at Post University in Waterbury, Connecticut.  

He has authored numerous articles about classic automobiles and has presented at 

numerous historical conferences.  He earned a BA in Business from Saint Anselm’s 

College and an MBA in International Business at the University of Hartford. 

 

David Petriello teaches history at Caldwell University and Bard College.  He earned 

his doctorate in history from St. John’s University.  Dr. Petriello has published 

several books on military history, politics, and the impact of disease upon history, 

including Bacteria and Bayonets, Tides of War, A Pestilence on Pennsylvania Avenue, 

The Republican Party and China, and The Politics of Disease: American History from 

Columbus to COVID.                      



   

 

 

 

  

 

 
PANELISTS’ BIOS 

 
 

Christopher Picón is a graduate student at Queens College, City University of New 

York (CUNY) pursuing a Master of Library and Information Science and a Master 

of Arts in History. His previous work has focused on modern Central and Eastern 

European military history, including a paper on German cavalry on the Eastern 

Front from 1943-1945. He holds a BA in History from CUNY Hunter College (2024).  
 
Dr. Khary Oronde Polk is an Associate Professor of Black Studies & Sexuality, 

Women’s and Gender Studies at Amherst College.  He is the author of Contagions of 

Empire: Scientific Racism, Sexuality, and Black Military Workers Abroad, 1898-1948 

(UNC Press, 2020). Polk has also written for the Studio Museum of Harlem, The 

Journal of Negro History, Women’s Studies Quarterly, Biography: An 

Interdisciplinary Quarterly, and Interim: A Journal of Poetry & Poetics. He is a 

member of the African Atlantic Research Group, the Critical Militarization 

Editorial Collective, and recently held a visiting professorship at the JFK Institute 

for North American Studies at the Freie Universität Berlin. 

 

Lieutenant Colonel Jean-Pierre Scherman, Ph.D., joined the South African Defence 

Force (SADF) as a National Servicemen in 1993.  After completing training at the 

School of Armour in Bloemfontein, he qualified as a Troop Sergeant in the Eland 

Mk 7 Armoured Car.  After completing his National Service, he decided to remain 

in uniform and joined the Permeant Force. He was commissioned as an officer in 

1995. He completed numerous military deployments both within and outside South 

Africa including United Nations missions to Central Africa.  Since 2020 he has been 

working as a researcher at the Centre for Military Studies, Stellenbosch University, 

where he also completed his Ph.D. in Military Science with a study on the wartime 

experiences of the soldiers of the 2nd South African Infantry Division, 1939-1945. 

 

Lawrence Schwartz is an award-winning filmmaker and retired television news 

producer and educator.  His 2024 documentary, “Oh, Johnny!”, tells the inspiring 

story of a World War II veteran and has won awards at multiple film festivals.  

Lawrence has served on the advisory board of the Center for World War II Studies 

at Brookdale College in New Jersey and is a Charter Member of the National World 

War II Museum in New Orleans, Louisiana.  He is also a member of the 

Organization of American Historians and the National Council for History 

Education. 

 

Mark Stanovich is an Associate Professor in the War Gaming Department of the 

U.S. Naval War College in Newport, Rhode Island.  He has a BA in History from 

The College of the Holy Cross, and a Master’s Degree in Military History from 

Norwich University.  He is a retired Marine Officer whose service awards include 

the Iraq Campaign Medal, Navy Unit Commendation, Combat Action Ribbon, 

Meritorious Service Medal, and the Purple Heart. 

                            



   

 

 

  

 
PANELISTS’ BIOS 

 
 

 

Dr. John Stapleton is an Associate Professor of History at the U.S. Military 

Academy at West Point in New York and has been on the faculty since 2004. A 

specialist in early modern and modern European military history, Stapleton earned 

his Ph.D. from the Ohio State University in 2003 and is completing a book on the 

Nine Years’ War. An author of numerous chapters and articles on early modern 

military history, Stapleton organized and led several World War II staff rides both 

to Normandy and the Netherlands. Recently with Brian Drohan, Stapleton 

completed an article on the Juno Beach landings for Naval Institute Press. 

 

Dr. Olga Tabachnikova is an Associate Professor/Reader in Russian and the 

founding Director of the Vladmir Vysotsky Centre for Slavonic Studies at the School 

of Psychology and Humanities of the University of Central Lancashire (UCLan), 

UK. She has published around 100 scientific papers, authored books and edited 

volumes on the themes of Slavonic Studies, Comparative Literature, Literary and 

Cultural history, Identity and Gender Studies, and Sociology. She is also an award-

winning poet and poetry translator, and Lead of the research strand 

‘Representations of Migration, Diaspora and Exile in Literature, Media and Art’ of 

the MIDEX research Centre, AMIS Institute of UCLan. 

 

dr. tonya thames taylor is a social historian, environmentalist, and human rights 

activist. She is an Associate Professor of American History, founding director of an 

Africana Studies Program, a Frederick Douglass scholar, and former interim 

director of Rustin Urban Community Change AxiS (RUCCAS) at West Chester 

University. In April 2022, she was recognized as one of the 150 Most Influential 

Women at West Chester University. Her most public lectures discuss the importance 

of the Declaration of Independence, Constitution, and the impact of the United 

Daughters of the Confederacy. She is graduate of Tougaloo College and The 

University of Mississippi (Ole Miss).  
 
Dr. Antonio Thompson is a professor at Austin Peay State University. He earned his 

Ph.D. at the University of Kentucky under the direction of Dr. George Herring. He 

also taught military history on a one-year fellowship at West Point. He is the author 

of seven books, including four on POW’s held in the U.S. 

 

Dr. Lynn E. Walker, D.Min., FRSA, is lecturer in the Dominican University 

Philosophy Department.  She retired from the Army Medical Department with the 

rank of Lieutenant Colonel and has taught leadership and military history in the 

senior ROTC program.  Her academic studies include ecclesial history, military 

history, medieval literature, and late Victorian crime literature.  Dr. Walker has 

many years of experience working with New York City nonprofit agencies and has 

been a presenter at the U.S. Conference on AIDS and the American Public Health 

Association.  A graduate of the Air War College, she currently volunteers with the 

USAF Auxiliary – the Civil Air Patrol. 

 



   

 

 

  

 
PANELISTS’ BIOS 

 
 

 

Dr. Scott White is an assistant professor of history and University Archivist at 

Dominican University New York.  He specializes in local and public history, the U.S. 

Revolutionary and Civil Wars, and Native American studies.  A native of West 

Virginia, Dr. White earned his Ph.D. at Arizona State University and lived for 

several years on Native American reservations while he was completing his doctoral 

studies.  His research and written reports on behalf of the Ponca Tribe of Nebraska 

contributed decisively to their successful land claims case in federal court against 

the United State, Nebraska, and Iowa. 

 

Dr. Bobby A. Wintermute is a professor of History and Director of Graduate 

Studies in History at Queens College, City University of New York (CUNY).  He is a 

war and society specialist, having written on public health and the U.S. military, 

race and gender in military history, and religion and World War I.  

 
 
 

 
Campus Security and Wi-Fi Information 

 
 
In the event of an emergency requiring first responders, please dial 911. 

 

If you need assistance from Campus Security, such as getting directions if you get 

lost on campus or locked out of your dorm room, you can call the Security Rover 

phone number at (914) 403-753.  This cell phone line is monitored 24 hours every 

day.  If your call happens to go to voicemail, please leave a brief message with a 

callback number.  Someone should get back to you promptly. 

To access the campus Wi-Fi network from the two main buildings that will be used 

for the Conference, please use the following directions: 

1. Prusmack Center, i.e. classrooms—Wireless network name: DUNY_Guest 

 

Once connected, you will be redirected to a webpage that asks for 

your name and email address.  After you submit these, you 

should have access to the network. 

 

2. Guzman Hall, i.e. dorm room building—Wireless network name: 

DUNY_DORMS_GUEST 

Once connected, you will be redirected to a webpage where you 

must agree to terms of use, after which you should have access to 

the network. 
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The Department of History at Dominican University New York 

would like to acknowledge and give special thanks to the 

following people for their contributions to the conference: 

 

Christina Albin 

Marketing Assistant 

Office of Institutional Advancement 

Dominican University New York 

 

Jonathan Delgado 

Assistant Dean 

Office of Student Development 

Dominican University New York 

 

Brien Olivo 

Purchasing Assistant 

Purchasing Department 

Dominican University New York 

 

Kristin Pagels 

Assistant Registrar 

Office of the Registrar 

Dominican University New York 

 

Bonnie Snow 

Administrative Assistant to the Division of Humanities & 

Social Sciences 

Dominican University New York 

 

We also would like to acknowledge and to thank                                                              

the following Dominican University student volunteers: 
 

Annabelle Best 

Derek Fisher 

Jake Mahan 

Colm McLaughlin 

Daniel Pinilla 

Randell Reyes 

Aryk Rodriguez 
 



   

 

 

  

 
LOCAL HISTORICAL SITES 

 
 

 

DeWint House (1700) 
20 Livingston Street 

Tappan, New York 10983 

Oldest surviving building in Rockland County and site of negotiations between 

General George Washington and General Sir Guy Carleton for the British 

evacuation of New York City in 1783 

 

Tappan Reformed Church (Rebuilt 1835) 
35 Kings Highway 

Tappan, New York 10983 

Site of trial of British Major John André, the co-conspirator of Benedict Arnold 

 

The Manse (1729) 
28 Old Tappan Road 

Tappan, New York 10983 (Across the street from the TRC above) 

The parsonage of the Tappan Reformed Church 

 

Old ’76 House (1752) 
110 Main Street 

Tappan, New York 10983 

Patriot meeting place, prison site of Major André, and oldest operating tavern in 

the United States 

 

André Monument (1780) 
André Hill, South of Old Tappan Road 

Tappan, New York 10983 

Site of execution and burial of convicted British spy Major André 

 

Stony Point Battlefield (July 16, 1779) 
44 Battlefield Rd. 

Stony Point, NY 10980 

Site of one of the last battles in the Northeastern colonies of the Revolutionary 

War 

 

John Green House (1817) 

23 Main Street at Gedney 

Nyack, New York 10960 

One of the oldest remaining Dutch Colonial Sandstone structures 

 

Camp Shanks (1942) 
20 Greenbush Road 

Orangeburg, New York 10962 

Site of “Last Stop USA” and largest U.S. Army embarkation point to the 

European Theater during World War II 
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A NOTE OF REMEMBRANCE 

 
 

 

We remember the countless millions around the globe 

who served and sacrificed during the greatest conflict 

in world history on this, the 80th anniversary, of the 

war’s end. 

 

We also would like to thank the many scholars who 

devote their talents and efforts in remembering this 

story and its enduring legacies. 

 

We thank in particular those whom we have had the 

honor to host at this international history conference 

in this month of May, 2025. 



 



 




